Homily Reflection for 31 August 2023
Thursday the 21st Week in Ordinary Time
If you have not yet looked ahead at the passages in Sacred Scripture for the next few weekdays, on Saturday, we will conclude our reading of Matthew … and on Monday, we will begin reading Luke.
So, it seems fitting that we end our time with Matthew's Gospel by reading the Evangelist's account of Our Lord's fifth and final discourse, called the Eschatological Discourse.  We call it "Eschatological" because it focuses on the end times.  Today's passage is from Chapter 24.
At the beginning of this Chapter, Jesus asks His disciples, "You see all these things, do you not?  Amen, I say to you, there will not be left here a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down."
Our Lord's question, and answer, foreshadows the coming destruction of Jerusalem.  It also leads us to today's passage, where Jesus essentially asks, "Are you ready?"
The entire discourse tells us that none of us knows how long we have to live … and not even Jesus knows the timing of His Second Coming or the Final Judgment.
So, through two different parables, Our Lord tells us that we each need to be ready, at all times, to be judged.
In the first parable, Jesus tells us, "If the master of the house had known the hour of night when the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into."
In other words, we must live every day as if our eternal happiness depends on our choices and our actions.  Every single day!  We need to live that way today, and tomorrow, and the following day, and the day after that, and the day after that.  Our daily task is to remain focused on our salvation.
In the second parable, the servant who is reliable and stable -- who does what he is supposed to do at each moment -- is considered wise.  Like that servant, every day God wants us to be faithful and follow His will.  In his "Introduction to the Devout Life," Saint Francis De Sales calls this the path to holiness and union with God.
My brothers and sisters in Christ, today, Our Lord asks each of us, "Are you ready?"
The Second Coming of Christ may not happen today.  But today, tomorrow, or someday soon could be our last day.  And when it comes, we will be judged.  And to prepare for that moment of particular judgment, we must be divorced from a life of sin.  And, as we strive for holiness, we must desire God above all things.
Ultimately, death remains an aspect of our life that we cannot deny and we cannot predict.  We only know that the day will come … and … it is up to us to be ready for that day.
As I meditated on this Gospel passage, I recalled a beautiful moment I had during a visit to Rome several years ago.
We had stumbled upon the convent of The Missionaries of Charity, the Order founded by Saint Teresa of Calcutta, and were invited to join them in Adoration.  There on the wall, at the entrance to the Chapel, was a copy of the prayer Saint Teresa of Calcutta placed near the sacristy at each of the Order’s mission convents worldwide.  It was her hope that every priest would etch the prayer in their hearts to remind them … and us … how to live our lives.
Her prayer read, "Priest of God, celebrate this Mass as if it is your first Mass, Your last Mass, and your only Mass."
Today, as we approach the altar seeking the Holy Eucharist, let us receive Our Lord with that same reverence, as if it was the first, last, and only time we shall ever receive Our Lord's Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity.  Then do it again tomorrow, and the next day, and the next.
And every time you receive, add a prayer for the priest celebrant for their gift of love -- making Christ present to us.
2

